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In Indian philosophy this theory got an emphatic
rebuttal from the Naiyayikas, particularly at the hands of
Jayanta. Jayanta criticizes this theory primarily against
the Mimamsa stand point and it is he who, for the first time
in the history of Indian logic, gives a clear and convincing
account of the Nyaya position on this specific issue. He
argues that if the Mimamsakas maintain that the soul has a
distinct activity which is called bhavana and that the
'Karote' denotes it, then they stand refuted on the ground
that no activity of the soul is ever noticed. The soul is
definitely an agent but its agency is unique since it does not
depend upon its activity, when the equality of 'kartrtva'
inheres in it, it becomes an agent without performing any
action. Consciousness and other inner states of the soul
are not actions but qualities because they are not creatures
of the will-31

Further, he argues, if the Mimamsakas cling to this
theory on account of their notion that 'to know' is a verb
and therefore, it denotes an action which naturally belongs
to the soul, then, he asserts, the Mimamsakas should know
that there is no hard and fast rule that all verbs denote
action. For instance, the verb 'gadF in the classical list of
verbs denotes the position of a face32 Moreover if we
analyse the sentence 'I know a jar', we see that jar denotes
the object of knowledge. 'V stands for the soul. What
does the verb 'know' convey? the answer is 'quality' and
not 'action^ since it is super-sensuous ex-hypothesis. Even,
if it is held that the result of the action is presented to
consciousness, the result itself should be denoted by the
verb 'to know'. Therefore, consciousness is not an action.
Jayanta quotes Vatsyana in his support and states that he
has mentioned 'buddhi' and 'karma' separately and there is
ample evidence to prove that he also considers them as
two distinct entities. So. Jayanta concludes that this theory
does not stand the test of reason.

The second theory with regard to the nature of know-
Sedge is that it is a relation between certain entities. Accor-
ding to Meinong, the Austrian realist, and the critical